Armed Forces Day for Children, Friday 17th June 2016
On Friday 17th June 2016 751 children aged 5 – 17 made their way from schools across North
Yorkshire to Ypres Lines, Catterick Garrison to take part in an Armed Forces Day for
Children.
At 0930 that Friday morning Annabel and I stood in the middle of Ypres Lines, which is
really a field with a fence, and gazed in wonder at the sight before us. We were surrounded
by activity, busy people in uniform rush round putting the final touches to a day to rival all
others!

In one corner of the field 32 Engineers are setting up ‘Euro 2016 Football Tractor’, a massive
green digger festooned in bunting with a football goal next to it, there is also a maze made
out of orange tape – intriguing!

Next to that the stripy stage tent of the REME Band rises taller than everything else and
looks suspiciously like a bouncy castle meaning we will
spend a lot of the morning telling children it isn’t!

Next to the stage that’s not a bouncy castle is a sandpit
that’s not a sandpit! 21Engr Regiment are setting up a
search lane for the children to work their way along using
metal detectors.

The Royal Dragoon Guards are setting out
their stand next to that, they have brought
ration packs for the children to look at and,
of course, try!

Next comes the three ‘mess tents’ ready to give 614 children lunch – ‘Field Stew’ and bread,
a bag of fruit and a chocolate bar, proper ‘soldier food’ kindly provided for us by Sodexo,
enabling us to give the children another fantastic experience.

Keep moving round and you come to the RMP’s who brought police vehicles, protective
clothing and handcuffs – can you guess which the children liked best?!

Our next stands belong to 5 Regt RA who brought vehicles, equipment, clothing, and weapons.
I’m sure the children will tell you different but my favourite part of that stand was the
camouflage suit, it was so much fun seeing the children try it on and then play ‘where’s the
school pupil?’!

Next to the camouflaged children is 607 Sqn, RAF with their
vehicles and then 5 AMR are setting up a mini field hospital
and tracked ambulance, I know at least one child wants to
join the Army as a doctor after visiting them and treating a
‘casualty’!

Finally, right across the bottom of the field are 1CS Bn REME with their massive crane and
an array of items for the children to experience.

Even the space Annabel and I are stood in is busy, we’re in the arena and it’s being set up
for our first event of the day, an Inter-Schools Potted Sports Competition led by 1MI’s
SSgt Gareth Young. We’re actually in the way so we’ll go and start greeting the children…

The idea for the event came out of the much smaller VE Day in 2015 which was held at Le
Cateau Primary School, children who attended that event were incredibly proud of their
parents and enjoyed sharing stories of Armed Forces life with their peers - Service Pupils
and Civvies alike. Annabel and I wanted to extend that feeling of pride in our Armed Forces
and the role they carry out so we arranged to speak to the Garrison Commander and pitch
the idea to him, we were quite nervous but perhaps Lt. Col. Steed should have been more
nervous as we were about to ask him if we could invite hundreds of school children to the
Garrison! Luckily for us he liked the idea and so a working group was established meaning
Annabel and I could write to all the schools in North Yorkshire who have at least one Service
Pupil on roll and invite them to bring their children for a day of educational fun! We wrote
to 128 schools, 25 schools came to the event bringing 751 children with them from across
the County, the children who came were from civilian and military families. They were
encouraged to look, touch, climb on and get in everything that was available and to ask lots
and lots of questions. The soundtrack of the day was provided by the RMP vehicles whose
sirens wailed from 0945 to 1400 with only a short break for the RAC Band!

The day began with an Inter-Schools Potted Sports Competition, led by SSgt Gareth Young.
The schools were invited to enter teams of 10 children. 11
schools entered teams and they took part in games such as
Trench Clearance, Blind Man’s
Walk

and

Bouncing

Bomb,

accruing points as they made
their way round the 11 games
stations. The competition was
fiercely fought with children
encouraging their team to win and the Games Officials
encouraging the children to be their best. When the points had
been counted SSgt Young announced places in reverse order,
the rivalry between the schools was palpable. Colburn Primary
School eventually emerged
as victors and medal winners, much to their delight! One
team member told me ‘We never win anything’!

All 110 participants were delighted when they were given a ticket for a free ice cream from
BFBS’s Op IceCream for their sportsmanship and enthusiasm!

As soon as the medals had been handed over the Band of the Royal Armoured Corps marched
into the arena and performed a wonderful display of military music and marching. While
they performed children brought their ‘Field
Stew’ to the side of the arena to ensure they
didn’t miss a thing! The entertainment did not
stop there though, as the RAC Band marched off
Mr Matt Triggs from the Military Guard Service,
and his team brought the dog agility equipment
into the arena. The
dogs were fantastic,
the MOD Guard Dog
chased, caught and held an intruder until the police arrived to
take him away to the cheers of the watching crowd. Troy the
Collie then delighted the children with his agility skills,
completing the agility course, including climbing ladders to
massive cheers from the children, although one little girl did tell me afterwards that Troy
had cheated and missed out parts of the course!

While all this was going on children were visiting the stands
around the arena, trying uniform on, scoring goals with the digger
and pointing weapons at anyone who walked past!
We then had the lovely Mr John Jeffries, WWII Veteran,
Signalman, Para and PoW helping Lt. Col. Steed present the
winners of our Armed Forces Day Badge Design
Competition with their prizes. The winning design by
Kieran from Kirby Hill School was made in to a pin badge which is now available
for sale, £2 each with all money going to the Royal British Legion.

Lt. Col. Steed then led the crowd as we took a
#SaluteOurForces photo to share online and the REME
Band closed the day , performing rock music which made
children and teachers sign & dance, giving the event a
festival feeling before everyone was loaded onto their
buses to head back to school.

Armed Forces Day for Children was our way of enabling Service Pupils to feel proud of the
role their serving parents carry out, to give them an opportunity to explain to their civvy
peers why their lives can be so unusual at times and for them all to have fun! We also wanted
it to be an opportunity for children from all walks of life to ask the soldiers what they do
and why they do it and have a chance to interact with some of the vehicles and equipment
which are an everyday sight in North Yorkshire although many of us don’t know what they
are used for!
Before our meeting with Lt. Col. Steed, Annabel and I decided that we would ask for the
most outrageous things to be made available for the event and so, after consultation with
some of the local school children, we presented a list of things the children in North
Yorkshire would like to see at their unique Armed Forces Day event. The only things on the

list that we didn’t manage were a fly-past (by the Red Arrows if possible!) and a submarine.
This year’s event was an amazing success, the support we received from the Army & RAF
units based in North Yorkshire was amazing. All the Serving personnel who gave their time
to be there on the day were kind, helpful and understanding, they answered the same
question 751 times and smiled each and every time! Without their support we would not
have been able to provide such a memorable event for the school children of North
Yorkshire. We’re hoping to be allowed to run it again next year - does anyone have an email
address for the Navy…?
More photos on our website : www.ServicePupilsChampion.co.uk You can also find us on
Facebook - @ServicePupilsChampion and Twitter @NYCCPupilsChamp

